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This dissertation explores the Spanish colonial tribute regime and the labor of Andean Indigenous peoples in the Viceroyalty of Peru during the sixteenth century. Specifically, it focuses on Spanish data collection through visitas—land inspections and censuses of Indigenous villages, in which colonial inspectors traveled to Andean communities and engaged with local populations through interviews, observations, and the recording of information related to crops, animals, textiles, land management, demographics, and other aspects of Indigenous labor relevant to the calculation of seasonal tribute payments. The tribute regime initiated multiple epistemological exchanges that contributed to the construction of ethnographic, natural, and mathematical forms of knowledge. The dissertation shows that, in the process of documenting Andean lands and peoples, Spanish colonial bureaucratic records were sites of knowledge production involving both Spanish and Andean actors, and how these interactions contributed to the foundations of Spanish colonialism in South America.
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