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This dissertation argues that the emancipation of women was made possible by the interplay between state and social power—which constructs gender from above—and the agency of mujeres decentes (respectable women), who shaped gender from below. While the state and society established and reinforced a patriarchal regime, this research contends that the same regime also created opportunities for women to challenge and subvert it during the period under study.
Women's emancipation, therefore, can be attributed not only to their direct resistance to patriarchy but also to the broader constitutional framework that enshrined universal civil rights. Within this context, certain respectable women in Santiago emerged as pioneers in asserting and exercising those rights. Their efforts laid the groundwork for the eventual recognition of social and political rights in the twentieth century—an achievement that extended to a broader segment of Chilean women.
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