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This dissertation examines how the American press constructed the geopolitical meaning of Fidel Castro and the Cuban Revolution in 1959 and 1960. Historians generally agree that the press initially held a favorable opinion of Castro and that this opinion gradually shifted toward hostility. However, the structural dynamics and precise timing of this shift remain largely unexplored. This study addresses that gap by applying semantic network analysis to articles printed by The New York Times and the Miami Herald during these years.
Using a dataset of articles from 1959 and 1960, a semantic network of co-occurring words was created. The relationships between these bigrams were measured, and their geodesic distances and volatility were recorded, allowing for the identification of periods when interpretive meanings were fluid and when they became consolidated. The findings reveal high semantic volatility initially, with competing terms defining Castro’s and Cuba’s ideological orientation. By Spring 1960, however, semantic relationships stabilized, as a consistent group of words associated Castro and Cuba with Cold War geopolitical rivalry.
Stabilization occurred unevenly across outlets. The Herald, operating close to Cuba and within an active exile community, consolidated earlier than the New York Times. U.S. policy actions followed only after consolidation in both papers, suggesting that media discourse shaped the interpretive landscape in which policy decisions became politically viable.
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